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2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are J- 12 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 29 September 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it 
MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Elizabeth Richter on 10/26/04. 

The application has been amended as follows: Revise claims 1 and 6 as 
follows. 

1 . A connector which is mountable in/on a surface of a substrate 
and is connectable to a mating connector in a first direction perpendicular 
to the surface of the substrate, wherein the connector comprises an 
insulator, a plurality of contacts and a plurality of separate fixity members 
adjacent to the contacts : the insulator is formed with a plurality of first holding 
portions for holding the respective contacts and a plurality of second holding 
portions for holding the respective fixity members; the first and the second holding 
portions are 

arranged in a second direction perpendicular to the first direction; each of 
the contacts has a first held portion held by the corresponding one of the 
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first holding portions, a first fixing portion for fixing the contact on the 
surface of the substrate, and a contact portion for being brought-into contact 
with contacts of the mating connector; and the fixity members serve to fix 
the insulator to the substrate in cooperation with the first fixing portions of 
the contacts, the connector being characterized in that: 

each of the fixity members is made of the same material as the 
contacts and is comprised of a second held portion and a second fixing 
portion; 

the second held portion has the same shape as the first held portion 
and is held by the corresponding one of the second holding portions of the 
insulator; and 

the second fixing portion has the same shape as the first fixing 
portion and is for fixing the fixity member on the surface of the substrate , the 
fixity members do not make electrical contact . 

6. The connector according to claim 1 , comprising at least two 
sets of the contacts and the fixity members, wherein the insulator is formed 
with two sets of the first and the second holding portions, the sets of the 
first and the second holding portions are arranged symmetrically in a third 
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direction perpendicular to the first and the second directions, and each set 
of the first and the second holding portions holds the corresponding set of 
the contacts and the fixity members [in the manner defined in one of claims 
1 to 4]. 



2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
combination of claim 1 specifically the fixity members that do not make electrical 
contact and are shaped like part of the contacts. A definition of the term , "fixity" 
is attached. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. All the patents listed on the accompanying PTO-892 teach 
fixity members but they make electrical contact because they are monolithic with 
contacts. Except for McHugh but his fixity member makes electrical contact. 



Application/Control Number: 10/673,900 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2839 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Michael C. Zarroli whose telephone number is 
571-272-2101 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 to 3:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, T.C. Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext 39. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Michael C. Zarroli 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2839 

MCZ - - - - - . . 



fix i ty 



fix i ty (ftktls&tO) noun 
plural fixities 

1 . The quality or condition of being fixed. 

2. Something fixed or immovable. 
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